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Texas Supreme Court: History & Current Practice
TexasBarCLE presents

Scan to report 
your MCLE hours.

MCLE CREDIT 
6 Hours (2.25 Ethics)
MCLE Course No: 174182663
Applies to the Texas Bar College
and the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization in Civil Appellate 
and Civil Trial Law.

Cosponsored by the Appellate Section of the State Bar of Texas and the Texas Supreme Court Historical Society

Virtual course discount – save $50 
automatically!

Lawyers licensed 5 years or less 
take HALF OFF!

(See page 4 for details.)

LIVE WEBCAST
April 14, 2023

WEBCAST REPLAY
May 17, 2023
Separate registration required.

AGENDA  |  6 hours including 2.25 ethics

8:50  Welcoming Remarks 
 Course Directors
 Lynne Liberato, Houston
 Haynes Boone

 Richard R. Orsinger, San Antonio
 Orsinger Nelson Downing & Anderson

The Remarkable History & Development of Rule 76a, the Record Sealing Rule: 
Where It All Started

9:00 The Beginning of the Movement Against Sealing Court Records 
 .33 hr (.25 ethics)
 Ed Timms, Dallas
	 North	Texas	Public	Broadcasting,	Inc.

9:20  Blazing the Trial for Unsealing Court Records: Times Herald Printing Company v. 
Jones .33 hr (.25 ethics)

	 Charles	L.	Babcock	IV,	Houston
 Jackson Walker

9:40  Laying the Groundwork for Rule 76a: Dallas Morning News Company v. Bill Long, 
District Clerk, Dallas County, Texas .33 hr (.25 ethics)

 Thomas S. Leatherbury, Dallas
 Thomas S. Leatherbury Law, PLLC
 SMU Dedman School of Law

10:00 Rule 76a - The Committee Process and Final Report .42 hr
 Luther H. 'Luke' Soules, San Antonio
 Soules & Wallace

10:25 Break 

10:40 A Chief Justice's Perspective on the Rule Process and the Final Adoption of Rule 
76a .33 hr (.25 ethics)

 Hon. Nathan Hecht, Austin
	 Chief	Justice,	Supreme	Court	of	Texas

11:00 A Justice's Perspective on the Rule Process and the Final Adoption of Rule 76a 
 .33 hr (.25 ethics)
 Hon. Raul A. Gonzalez, Austin
	 Justice	(Ret.),	Supreme	Court	of	Texas

11:20 The First Supreme Court of Texas .42 hr
 Hon. Ken Wise, Houston
	 Justice,	14th	Court	of	Appeals

11:45 Legislation Affecting the Courts and Law .42 hr (.25 ethics)
 Jerry D. Bullard, Grapevine
	 Adams	Lynch	&	Loftin

12:10 Break 

12:30 The State of the Texas Supreme Court and Judiciary .42 hr
 Hon. Nathan Hecht, Austin
	 Chief	Justice,	Supreme	Court	of	Texas

12:55 Recent Texas Supreme Court Decisions .42 hr
 Hon. Rebeca Huddle, Bellaire
	 Justice,	Supreme	Court	of	Texas
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TexasBarCLE.com

Associate

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR

• Course Directors
Lynne Liberato ..........................................................................Houston
Richard R. Orsinger ........................................................... San Antonio

• TexasBarCLE Planning Team
Dawn Mershon .......................................................... Program Planner
Brandy Lewis ...................................................... Program Coordinator
Deserea Serna ..........................Lead	Written	Materials	Coordinator

• State Bar of Texas
Laura Gibson ............................................................................President
Chad Baruch ............................................................Chair of the Board
Cindy	V.	Tisdale .............................................................President-Elect
Sylvia Borunda Firth ................................. Immediate	Past	President
Michael	J.	Ritter ............................................................TYLA President
Scott	Rothenberg.............................................Chair,	CLE	Committee
Dwight McDonald .............................. Chair,	Board	PDP	Committee
Trey	Apffel ................................................................Executive	Director
Hedy Bower ......................................................Director, TexasBarCLE

1:20  Strategies in Preparing a Petition for Review .42 hr
 Benjamin Mesches, Dallas
 Haynes Boone

1:45  Break 

2:00  Preparing a Winning Brief on the Merits .42 hr (.25 ethics)
 Jane Webre, Austin
	 Scott	Douglass	&	McConnico

2:25  What Justices Are Looking for in a Petition and a Brief on the 
Merits .42 hr (.25 ethics)

	 Hon.	Brett	Busby,	Austin
	 Justice,	Supreme	Court	of	Texas

2:50  Preparing for and Giving an Effective Oral Argument 
 .42 hr (.25 ethics)
 Lisa Hobbs, Austin
 Kuhn Hobbs

3:15  Mandamus Proceedings in the Texas Supreme Court .33 hr
 Warren Harris, Houston
 Bracewell

3:35  Recent Rule Changes .25 hr
 Hon. Jane Bland, Austin
	 Justice,	Supreme	Court	of	Texas

3:50  Adjourn 

Mark Your Calendar

Click to register for these upcoming courses:
•  Bill of Rights
 LIVE Austin  •  May 5, 2023  •  Texas Law Center
 LIVE WEBCAST  •  May 5, 2023
 WEBCAST REPLAY  •  June 6, 2023

•  Federal Court Practice
 LIVE WEBCAST  • May 12, 2023
 WEBCAST REPLAY  •  June 12, 2023

•  Summer School: Sun, Sand, and CLE for the General 
 Practitioner
 LIVE Galveston  •  July 20-22, 2023  •  Moody Gardens
 WEBCAST REPLAY  •  August 24-25, 2023

•  Advanced Government Law*
 LIVE Austin  •  August 3-4, 2023  •  DoubleTree by Hilton
 WEBCAST REPLAY  •  September 12-13, 2023
 Come a day early for Government Law 101.

* Registration for this course is not available at the time of publishing. 

Dates and locations are subject to change. 
Visit TexasBarCLE.com for the latest information. 

https://www.haynesboone.com/
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?bOverride=&sProductType=EV&lID=21001&Code=&O=&bHitCounted=0
http://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?bOverride=&sProductType=EV&lID=21028&Code=&O=&bHitCounted=0
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?bOverride=&sProductType=EV&lID=21029&Code=&O=&bHitCounted=0
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?bOverride=&sProductType=EV&lID=21000&Code=&O=&bHitCounted=0
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?bOverride=&sProductType=EV&lID=21024&Code=&O=&bHitCounted=0
http://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?sProductType=EV&lID=21156
http://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?sProductType=EV&lID=21168
http://texasbarcle.com
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FYI

WAYS TO SAVE ON THIS COURSE! 

Virtual Course Discount - 
Save $50 Automatically
when you register for 
webcasts.

Attorneys licensed in 
Texas 5 years or less get 
half off the regular course 
fee!

Earn Discounts by 
Registering Five or More 
from	your	firm	or	agency.	
Contact	Firm	&	Group	Sales	
Manager Laura Angle at 
(512)	263-2802	or	
laura.angle@texasbar.com. 

• Scholarship Information
	 TexasBarCLE	offers	scholarships	for	live	courses,	video	
replays,	online	classes,	and	webcasts.	To	apply	or	learn	more,	
call	(512)	427-1490,	Mon-Fri	8am-5pm	CT.	Please	apply	at	
least	two	weeks	prior	to	any	live/video	replay	course	or	at	
least	one	week	prior	to	any	webcast	or	online	class.	

• Active Texas State, County, and Federal Judges, 
Administrative Law Judges, Hearing Examiners, and 
Judge's Staff Attorneys may attend out-of-state programs 
for a discounted rate or in-state programs for free, 
provided: 

	 (1)	the	course	directly	relates	to	the	judge's/tribunal's	
jurisdiction,	(2)	the	judge	is	a	full-time	judge	or	retired	
under	a	judicial	retirement	system	and	(3)	space	is	available	
for	all	paying	registrants.	This	privilege	does	not	extend	
to	prosecutors,	receivers,	trustees,	other	court	staff,	or	
persons	serving	part-time	in	a	judicial	capacity.	Actual	
attendance	is	required	to	receive	course	materials.	

• Registered but Can't Attend? Still Earn MCLE Credit 
 by	taking	the	course	online	later.	If	you	would	rather	have	
a	refund,	call	(512)	427-1574	or	fax	your	request	to	

	 (512)	427-4443.	
 Refund requests must be made at least one business day 
before	the	program.

• Interested in Sponsoring or Exhibiting at this Course or 
Others? Please view the TexasBarCLE Course List and 
contact us at clesponsorships@texasbar.com.

• Policy of Impartiality 
	 The	State	Bar	of	Texas	does	not	endorse	political	
candidates.	When	a	candidate	for	the	public	office	is	
included	in	promotion	for	or	participates	in	a	TexasBarCLE	
event,	the	State	Bar	is	not	taking	a	position	for	or	against	
anyone's candidacy. 

mailto:laura.angle@texasbar.com
https://www.texasbarcle.com/materials/special/TBCLE_Course_List.pdf
mailto:clesponsorships@texasbar.com


5

REGISTER FOR THE WEBCAST 

• Webcast Registration
	 Webcast	registration	is	offered	online	using	a	credit	card	at	

TexasBarCLE.com.	If	you	have	any	questions	or	would	like	to	
register	by	phone,	please	call	(512)	427-1574.	

	 Mail	or	fax	registrations	are	not	accepted	at	this	time.	

• Webcast Fees
 LIVE WEBCAST  •  April 14, 2023
	 (includes	a	live	chat	feature	and	the	option	to	submit	
questions	to	the	speakers)

 •  $275 per registrant  |  Now $225 with virtual discount! 
 •  $137.50 half off for attorneys licensed 5 years or less

 WEBCAST REPLAY  •  May 17, 2023
 (live	chat	not	available	for	the	webcast	replay)
 •  $245 per registrant  |  Now $195 with virtual discount! 
 •  $122.50 half off for attorneys licensed 5 years or less
 
• Course Materials
 Course materials are included as PDFs for viewing, 
downloading,	or	printing	during	and	after	the	webcast.

• Claiming MCLE Credit
 For the webcast, click the Claim Credit tab at the conclusion 
of	your	viewing.	Please	read	&	acknowledge	the	instructions,	
edit	any	information	if	needed,	then	click	Submit Hours at the 
bottom	of	the	page.

• Replaying the Webcast
	 If	you	cannot	watch	the	entire	webcast	at	its	scheduled	time,	

an archived recording will be available under My Purchases 
within	a	few	days	of	the	live	program.	You	may	then	complete	
the	program	at	your	convenience	and	claim	MCLE	credit	
through March 31, 2024.

 IMPORTANT: Registration	for	this	webcast	admits	only	the	
registrant.	Registrants	are	expressly	prohibited	from	allowing	
nonregistrants	access	to	the	program.	For	group	viewings	of	a	
webcast,	contact	Firm	&	Group	Sales	Manager	Laura	Angle	at	
(512)	263-2802	or	laura.angle@texasbar.com.

• I can’t attend but would like the materials
 Search Publications	at	TexasBarCLE.com	(available	1-2	weeks	
after	the	course)	and	order	the	PDF	download	for	$45	(plus	
tax).	

 QUESTIONS? Please email cleregistration@texasbar.com 
	 or	call	(512)	427-1574.

http://TexasBarCLE.com
http://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?bOverride=&sProductType=EV&lID=21047&Code=&O=&bHitCounted=0 
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/AABuy0.asp?bOverride=&sProductType=EV&lID=21058&Code=&O=&bHitCounted=0 
mailto:laura.angle%40texasbar.com?subject=
https://www.texasbarcle.com/CLE/PMSearch.asp
mailto:cleregistration%40texasbar.com?subject=

